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common store of American patriotism. In defending
the Union he defends the increasing prosperity of his
own district, the right of conducting its affairs, and
the hope of causing measures of improvement to be
adopted which may be favourable to his own in-
terests ; and these are motives which are wont to stir
men more readily than the general interests of the
country and the glory of the nation.
On the other hand, if the temper and the manners
of the inhabitants especially fitted them to promote
the welfare of a great republic, the Federal system
smoothed the obstacles which they might have en-
countered. The confederation of all the American
States presents none of the ordinary disadvantages
resulting from great agglomerations of men. The
Union is a great republic in extent, but the paucity
of objects for which its Government provides assimi-
lates it to a small State. Its acts are important, but
they are rare. As the sovereignty of the Union is
limited and incomplete, its exercise is not incom-
patible with liberty ; for it does not excite those
insatiable desires of fame and power which have
proved so fatal to great republics. As there is no
common centre to the country, vast capital cities,
colossal wealth, abject poverty, and sudden revolu-
tions are alike unknown ; and political passion,
instead of spreading over the land like a torrent of
desolation, spends its strength against the interests
and the individual passions of every State.
Nevertheless, all commodities and ideas circulate
throughout the Union as freely as in a country
inhabited by one people. Nothing checks the spirit
of enterprise. Government avails itself of the assist-"
ance of all who have talents or knowledge to serve
it. Within the frontiers of the Union the profoundest
peace prevails, as within the heart of some great